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On the glorious splendor of your | majesty,*
and on your wondrous works, | will | meditate.

I will extol you, my | God and King,*
and bless your name forever and | ever.

Every day | will | bless you*
and praise your name forever and | ever.

Great is the Lord, and greatly | to be praised,*
and his greatness is un- | searchable.

They shall speak of the might of your | awesome deeds,*
and | will declare your | greatness.

They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant | goodness*
and shall sing aloud of your | righteousness.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

On the glorious splendor of your | majesty,*

and on your wondrous works, | will | meditate.
(Psalm 145:1-3, 6-7; antiphon: v. 5)

Collect of the Day

Almighty and most merciful God, the protector of all who trust in You,
strengthen our faith and give us courage to believe that in Your love You
will rescue us from all adversities; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Old Testament — Genesis 9:8-17

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ®’Behold, | establish my
covenant with you and your offspring after you, '®and with every living
creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the
earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the
earth. "l establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh
be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a
flood to destroy the earth.” ?And God said, “This is the sign of the

covenant that | make between me and you and every living creature that
is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the cloud,
and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. "When
| bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will
remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living
creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to
destroy all flesh. "®*When the bow is in the clouds, | will see it and
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” "God said to Noah, “This is the
sign of the covenant that | have established between me and all flesh
that is on the earth.”

Gradual
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowl- | edge of God!*
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable | his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are | all things.*
To him be glory forever. | Amen.

Epistle - Ephesians 3:14-21

For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, "*from whom every
family in heaven and on earth is named, '®that according to the riches of

his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his
Spirit in your inner being, '’so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, ®may have strength
to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and
height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, ?'to him be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever.
Amen.
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The Holy Gospel - Mark 6:45-56
Immediately [Jesus] made his disciples
get into the boat and go before him to
the other side, to Bethsaida, while he
dismissed the crowd. *And after he
had taken leave of them, he went up on
the mountain to pray. “And when
evening came, the boat was out on the
sea, and he
was alone
on the
land. “*And
he saw that
they were
making
headway
painfully,
for the wind was against them. And
about the fourth watch of the night he
came to them, walking on the sea. He
meant to pass by them, *but when
they saw him walking on the sea they
thought it was a ghost, and cried out,
*%for they all saw him and were terrified.
But immediately he spoke to them and
said, "Take heart; it is I. Do not be
afraid.” °'And he got into the boat with
them, and the wind ceased. And they
were utterly astounded, **for they did
not understand about the loaves, but
their hearts were hardened.

»When they had crossed over,
they came to land at Gennesaret and
moored to the shore. **And when they
got out of the boat, the people
immediately recognized him *>and ran
about the whole region and began to
bring the sick people on their beds to

wherever they heard he was. *®And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or
countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that
they might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched
it were made well.

Having spared faithful Noah and his family from the flood, the Lord
established His covenant with them, “and with every living creature,” that
never again would there be “a flood to destroy the earth” (Gen. 9:9-11). He
signed and sealed this everlasting covenant by His rainbow in the clouds, by
which He remembers His promise that “the waters shall never again become
a flood to destroy all flesh” (Gen. 9:13-16). Although creation suffers under
the curse of sin, the Lord preserves and orders creation for the benefit of His
Church. In particular, all of creation is redeemed and sanctified by the
incarnate Son of God. “Take heart” and “do not be afraid,” for He is with you
on the sea. He is not a ghost, but He has come in the flesh to save you. He
has gotten “into the boat” with you, and the wind that was against you has
ceased (Mark 6:45-51). For He is the Word and promise of the Father, and
His own flesh and blood are the covenant by which you are “strengthened
with power through his Spirit in your inner being” (Eph. 3:16-17).
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A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s House today. You
have joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around the throne of the
Lamb, to be served by the Triune God through the preaching of His Word and
the administration of the Holy Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace
there are no Christians and there is no Church! Therefore the entire Liturgy places
God at center stage as He acts towards His people through the Word and
Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. That is why the Liturgy is called
“"Divine Service” - it is God's Service to His people! This service reaches its
fulfillment in the Lord’s Supper or Sacrament of the Altar.

Dear Visitors and Friends: The congregations of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod have agreed to follow the Biblical and historical practice
of “Closed Communion.” If you desire to receive the Lord’s Supper and
are not a communicant member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister
congregation in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully
ask that you not commune this morning. Rather, we would invite you
to speak with Pastor Zimmer about Holy Communion and about
becoming a communicant member of this congregation. It is the sincere
prayer of this congregation that our careful practice of the administration
of the Lord’s Supper will not be a hindrance to our fellowship with you
but instead that it would lead you to appreciate the high regard we have
for Christ and His Word concerning this precious gift. We do invite those
who are not a member of the LCMS to come to the altar for a blessing.
If you would like a blessing, as you kneel at the altar, please cross your
arms so that your right hand is on your left shoulder and left hand is on
your right shoulder. God bless you for Your understanding.




